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JANUARY 26

ST POLYCARP, BISHOP OF SMYRNA, MARTYR

(A.D.  166)

"From his acts, written by the church of Smyrna in an excellent circular letter to the churches

and those relating to the martyrs of Lyons; that he never read them bat they gave him
extraordinary emotions. Animad. in Chroa. Eusebii, n. 2183, &c. They are certainly
rrost valuable pieces of Christian antiquity. See Eusebius, St Jerom, and St Irenaeus";
also Tilleraont, t. ii. p. 327; Dom Ceiilier, t. i.; Dom Marechai, Concordance des Peres
Grecs et Latins, t. i.]

ST POLYCARP was one of the most illustrious of the apostolic fathers, who,
being the immediate disciples of the apostles, received instructions from
their mouths, and inherited of them the spirit of Christ in a degree so
much the more eminent as they lived nearer the fountain head. He
embraced Christianity very young, about the year 80, was a disciple of
the apostles, in particular of St John the Evangelist, and was constituted
by him Bishop of Symrna, probably before his banishment to Patmos in
96, so that he governed that important see seventy years. He seems to
have been the angel or bishop of Smyrna who was commended above all
the bishops of Asia by Christ himself in the Apocalypse,1 and the only
one without a reproach. Our Saviour encouraged him under his poverty,
tribulation, and persecutions, especially the calumnies of the Jews, called
him rich in grace, and promised him the crown of life by martyrdom.
This saint was respected by the faithful to a degree of veneration. He
formed many'holy disciples, among whom were St Irenseus and Papias.
When Florinus, who had often visited St Polycarp, had broached certain
heresies, St Irenseus wrote to him as follows: 2 " These things were not
taught you by the bishops who preceded us. I could tell you the place
where the blessed Polycarp sat to preach the word of God. It is yet
present to my mind with what gravity he everywhere came in and went
tfut; what was the sanctity of his deportment, the majesty of his countenance
and of his whole exterior, and what were his holy exhortations to the
people. I seem to hear him now relate how he conversed with John and
many others who had seen Jesus Christ; the words he had heard from their
mouths. I can protest before God that if this holy bishop had heard of
any error like yours, he would have immediately stopped his ears, and
cried out, according to his custom, Good Godl that I should be reserved
to these times to hear such things! That very instant he would have fled
out of the place in which he had heard such doctrine/' St Jeroms mentions
that St Polycarp met at Rome the heretic Marcion in the streets, who
resenting that the holy bishop did not take that notice of him which he

1 Ch. ii. v. 9.                  * Ems. Hist, lib. v. c. 20, p. 188,                  * Cat. vir. illustr. c. 17.